






A passport to
university
International College Spain understands the 
important role that the DP core plays within the 
educational journey of its students. Barry 
explains: “The DP core is absolutely critical to 
the success of our students when making their 
next steps to university. A good example of this 
is the extended essay; it’s di�cult to do, but it 
puts our students at an academic advantage 
when making the transition to university. When 
looking at creativity, activity, service (CAS), many 
of our students appreciate the work they put 
into it, and discover the genuine reason behind 
why they do it; they don’t just focus on box 
ticking and counting hours. CAS brings a level of 
wider understanding to the word “community” 
and I don’t think it is matched by other 
educational programmes for school aged 
students. I �nd that these elements truly make 
the DP the incredible programme it is, and 
provide our students with a passport to 
university when they decide to make that step.”

Adding to this, Chris says: “I hear so much about 
how IB students are far from more prepared for 
university and one of their main selling points 
within their application process was the fact 
that they had been to an IB World School. 
University admissions departments hold an IB 
education in high regard and can see the 
important life skills that are developed through 
the DP and, in particular its core.”

For both Barry and Chris, encouraging other 
schools to make the move to becoming an IB 
World School is an easy recommendation for 
them to make. “I would absolutely recommend 
the IB to non-IB schools. All of the programmes 
help to shape the students in so many 
constructive ways. It’s been incredible to see 
just how many of our students over the last few 
decades have grown to become independent, 
inquiring learners who go on to make positive 
change to the world. I know that as we head 
into an ever-changing future, both our own, and 
fellow IB cohorts across the globe, will continue 
to seize and create every opportunity that helps 
make our world a better place to live in,” says 
Barry.
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Find out more about the bene�ts of the IB:
www.ibo.org/bene�ts
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�I hear so much about how IB students are far from more prepared 
for university and one of their main selling points within their 
application process was the fact that they had been to an IB World 
School. University admissions departments hold an IB education in 
high regard and can see the important life skills that are developed 
through the DP and, in particular its core.


