
Creating RSA Animate Style Videos 

A New Approach to Learning (ATL) 
By Craig Frehlich 

Strathcona Tweedsmuir School 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
@cfrehlichteach (twitter) 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=tzejXyZuvJSPkM&tbnid=kOwlq_mmLXBgkM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://bwcnews.blogspot.com/2011/10/our-weekly-list-of-top-ten-twitter.html&ei=W1rEUfyIMoHJiwLzxYGABQ&bvm=bv.48293060,d.cGE&psig=AFQjCNHlJquYfinQTbD98qp0idpftu_wQg&ust=1371908964307359


( William Saroyan) 

Photo taken with permission  from www.wikimedia.org   



Permission granted by Donna Mortiz from www.sociallysorted.com.au 



What is RSA Animate? 





RSA Animate and the IBO 



What is RSA Animate Video? 

- Visual thinking 
 

- Synthesizing information  
 
- Story Telling 
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Why? 
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Information Overload? 
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The Truth about Visual Information  
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Visual Information is easier to 
Understand 
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Visual Information is easier to Follow 
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More Benefits of Visual Information 
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Visuals increase memory recall… 
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"Visual perception lays the groundwork of 
concept formation" Rudolph Arnheim 

 



It’s About Story Telling  
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How? 



Approaches to Learning Skills 



Note Taking Skills 

Cornell Notes 
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Materials Needed 

Video cameras 
Paper  

markers 

whiteboard 

computer 

I-movie  

+ 

or 

Built in mic 



Step 1-Synthesize and Summarize 



Scaffolding 
Synthesize, Summarize and Simplify 

Add images 



Scaffolding 
“Step Method” 



Step 2-Draw and Record 



Step 2-Draw and Record 



Step 3-Import andSpeed it Up 
4 x to 8x  

I-Movie 

Windows Movie Maker 

400% to 800% 



Step 4-Add Audio 

Windows—Use Audacity Program Mac 
Record button 

Export  

Record button 



Finished Project 



Now It’s Your Turn  
Challenge:  Create an short RSA Animate Style video on an IBO topic you pull from the hat. 
 

Materials Needed: 
 
-video camera (11 cameras) 
-markers 
-poster paper 
-computer with built in mic (someone from your group) 
-software program: (windows movie maker or imovie) 

Directions 
1. Pick a group and a role in your group (artist, computer tech, camera holder,   
2. Send some to get a topic from the hat. 
3. Summarize information into  simplified version (use Cornell notes or another method) 
4. Add pictures to your summary (this is your rough work) 
5. Draw out your rough work onto poster paper with someone recording. 
6. Take out sd card from camera and insert into computer 
7. Import video into Windows movie maker or I-movie 
8. Speed up video and 4x to 8x and publish video 

 



RSA Animate as a Presentation Tool 



Scaffolding an RSA Animate Presentation 



Further Reading-Dan Roam 



Further 
Considerations 
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FAQ 

1. What medium (paper,whiteboard) is 
best? 

2. How long does this process take? 
3. Should we mark for Aesthetics? 
4. Other?  



RSA Animate in 10 Years? 



 


