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Write an essay on one of the following.  You must base your answer on the cultural options or literary 
options you have studied in class.  References to other subjects or literary works are permissible but should 
not form the main body of your answer.

Language and culture

1. Either

 (a) How do specific groups express their identity through particular uses of language?  Base your 
answer on your study of the language and culture option.

 Or

 (b) What are some of the ways in which a language changes over time?  Do you think such changes 
are positive or negative?

Media and culture

2. Either

 (a) What kinds of stereotypes are reinforced by the mass media and how?  Give specific examples 
based on your study of this option.

 Or

 (b) Choosing two or three different forms of media, compare the potential of each for disseminating 
information accurately and efficiently.

Future issues

3. What are the two or three most important future changes you expect to see in your lifetime?  Explain 
why they are important.

Global issues

4. Every country has many domestic problems of its own.  What arguments would you use to convince 
prime ministers and presidents to pay attention to global issues as well?

Social issues

5. In your opinion, which social problem is it most crucial that we solve and why?
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Literary questions

6. Either

 (a) Sometimes a simple misunderstanding changes the whole outcome of a play or a novel.  Discuss 
the impact of such misunderstandings in at least two of the works you have studied.

 Or

 (b) Some would say that we can never escape the past.  Explore this idea in at least two 
literary works you have studied.

 Or

 (c) With reference to at least two works you have studied discuss the reasons why each work has 
been set in a particular place.


