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Ways in which knowledge is acquired … 

•  Emotion 
•  Faith 
•  Imagination 
•  Intuition 
•  Language 
•  Memory 
•  Reason 
•  Sense perception 



Epistemology: Nature of 
Knowledge 

•  Epistemology refers 
to the study of 
knowledge, of how 
things exist 

•  what is knowledge? 
•  how do I acquire 

knowledge?   
•  how do we know what 

we know? 



Object-based Ways of Knowing 
[BASED ON WESTERN PHILOSOPHY] 

Culture Identity Knowing 
& Being 

Object focused, 
binary, 

hierarchical 

Primacy of self 

Family 

Community 

Individually 
constructed Religion 



Object-based Epistemology 
•  Epistemology refers to the 

study of knowledge, of how 
things exist. Things exist as 
objects, separate from the 
knower 

•  what is knowledge? A way of 
knowing based on a binary, 
hierarchical system 

•  how do I acquire 
knowledge?  Through 
senses, reason, emotion … 

•  how do we know what we 
know? Scientifically, in ways 
that can be objectively 
measured and verified 

How can we categorize  
Knowledge? 



Relational Ways of Knowing 
[BASED ON EASTERN PHILOSOPHY] 

Culture Identity Knowing 
& Being 

Environment 
focused, 

relational, situated 

Primacy of group 

Religion 

Community 

Socially 
constructed Family 



Relational Epistemology 
•  Epistemology refers to the study 

of knowledge, of how things 
exist. Things do exist, but 
knowledge of those things cannot 
be separated from the knower 

•  what is knowledge? A way of 
knowing based on a rhizomatic 
system 

•  how do I acquire knowledge?  
Through senses, intuition, 
emotion, interaction, experience 
… 

•  how do we know what we know? 
Subjectively, in ways that can be 
only be verified according to the 
context / situation; from 
multiple perspectives On reality and sugar cubes 

Real life situations and knowledge 
questions: different perspectives 



Ways in which knowledge is acquired … 
object-based or relational? 

•  Emotion 
•  Faith 
•  Imagination 
•  Intuition 
•  Language 
•  Memory 
•  Reason 
•  Sense perception 







THEORY of KNOWLEDGE.net  
Timeline of thinking 













Culture and Identity 
•  Culture as discrete, 

contained in boxes, 
categorised 

•  Identity politics – 
power and the Single 
Story 



Object-based view of culture 
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Sameness-difference: binary 1 

23 



Sameness-difference: binary 2 

24 



Difference-sameness: relational 
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Curriculum 

IB community 
 
Relations with other 

communities (SL) 
 
Disciplines (WoK) 
 
Attributes (IM) 

Education for a better world 



Culture and Language 
•  AoKs/WoKs: Language, human sciences, 

indigenous knowledge systems. 
 
•  KQs: Do foreign words damage the integrity of 

local cultures? To what extent can we prevent 
language from evolving on its own? How 
important is language in defining a society’s 
identity? 



Culture and Language 

•  "Language is the dress of thought," Samuel Johnson  
 
•  We are spoken by language as much as we speak through it  







Culture and Language 
•  AoKs/WoKs: Language, human sciences, 

indigenous knowledge systems. 
 
•  KQs: Do foreign words damage the integrity of 

local cultures? To what extent can we prevent 
language from evolving on its own? How 
important is language in defining a society’s 
identity? 



Pedagogy 
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Relational pedagogy 
Rhizomatic, horizontal relation 

Object-based pedagogy 
Dendritic, hierarchical relation 



HEADS UP checklist 

Hegemony 
 

Ethnocentrism 
 

Ahistoricism 
 

Depoliticisation 
 

Salvationism 
 

Uncomplicated solutions 
 

Paternalism 

•  by Vanessa de Oliveira 
(Andreotti) 



Reality and sugar cubes 


