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What’s Your Passion? 

It’s the journey, not the destination... 

Lis Caison, MYP Coordinator 
Lisa Hack, Media Specialist  
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Who are You? 

Stand if your school … 
 
• Is a public school  
• Has a partner school 
• Has a non-5 year program 
• Has a diverse population 
• Is in a urban area 
• Links with a PYP or Diploma program 
• Blends experienced IB students with IB novices 
• Will be REQUIRED to do a Community Project 
• Is ready to meet the requirements of the 

Community Project 
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Our MYP information 
We… 
 
• Are a 3-year MYP Whole School program  
• Have been authorized since 2006 
 
Our first culminating project..; 
 
• Unofficially called the “Passion Project” 
• Began in the in the 2006/07 school year 
• Was a voluntary, independent project 
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Components 
Community project 

component  
How it is assessed  

Focus on service as action  Evident in the presentation  

Process journal  A selection of extracts in 
appendices of the report  

Presentation  The content of the report 
assessed using all four 
criteria  
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Defining a Goal/ 
Addressing a Need 

Defining a goal to address a need in the community 
Some examples of goals are:  

• to raise awareness  
• to actively participate  
• to research  
• to inform others  
• to create/innovate  
• to change behaviours  
• to advocate 

A need can be defined as a condition or situation in which 
something is required or wanted; a duty or obligation; or 
a lack of something requisite, desirable or useful. 
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Collaboration 

Students can choose to work on the 
community project independently or in 
small groups.  
 
In cases where students work together, 
they: 
• work collaboratively to address the 

objectives of the project,  
• develop their service learning together, 
• give their presentation at the end as a 
group, 
• define goal collaboratively 
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Presentation  
Requirements 

At the time of the presentation, students must 
submit to the community project supervisor:  

• a completed academic honesty  
form for each student  

• the proposal for action  

• process journal extracts  

• any supporting visual aids used  
during the presentation  

• bibliography/sources 
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Process Journal 
The process journal is:  The process journal isn’t:  
• used throughout the project to document its 

development  
• an evolving record of intents, processes, 

accomplishments  
• a place to record initial thoughts and 

developments, brainstorming, possible lines 
of inquiry and further questions raised  

• a place for storing useful information, for 

example quotations, pictures, ideas, 
photographs  

• a means of exploring ideas and solutions  
• a place for evaluating work completed  
• a place for reflecting on learning  
• a record of reflections and formative 

feedback received.  

• used on a daily basis (unless 

this is useful for the student)  
• written up after the process has 

been completed  
• additional work on top of the 

project; it is part of and 
supports the project  

• a diary with detailed writing 

about what was done  
• a static document with only one 

format.  
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Defining Terms  
Community: Communities include groups of people sharing 
particular characteristics, beliefs or values as well as groups of 
interdependent organisms living together in a specific habitat. 
Community Goal or Need can be: 
• to raise awareness  
• to actively participate  
• to research  
• to inform others  
• to create/innovate  
• to change behaviours  
• to advocate.  

Proposal for Action 
• specific tasks or activities to complete to develop project. 

Examples: checklists, rubrics, timelines, flow charts or other 
strategies to prepare their proposal.  
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Community Examples 
Community  Examples  
A group of people 
living in the same 
place  

Singapore’s Indian 

neighbourhood  
Belgian citizens  Korowai people of 

Papua  

A group of people 
sharing particular 
characteristics, 
beliefs and/or values  

An online forum for 
people with Down’s 

syndrome  

Vegetarians  History club year 3 
students  

A body of nations or 
states unified by 
common interests  

European Union  United States of 
America  

United Nations 
Human Rights 
Council  

A group of 
interdependent 
plants or animals 
growing or living 
together in a 
specified habitat  

Madagascar’s 

indigenous bird 
population  

Flora of the Middle 
East in Western Asia  

South Korea’s 

Ecorium project 
(wetland reserve)  
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Global Context 

Personal and cultural expression  

Identities and relationships  

Orientation in space and time  

Fairness and development  

Scientific and technical innovation  

Globalization and sustainability  
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How we aligned 
the two... 
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Structure 

Students: 
● take survey of interest 
● are assigned to coach based on 

interest 

○ Ex: digital media, sports, fashion, social issues, 
arts and crafts, science, tech, music, animals, 
travel, culture, writing, etc.  

● document tasks in quarterly Process Journals 
organized around four objectives 
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Project Objectives 
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Objective A: Investigating 

● Develop a viable guiding question that is 
focused, specific, open-ended, measurable and 
answerable 

● Link to Global Context 
● Address a community need 
● Identify Approaches to Learning 
● Choose advisor with knowledge of topic 
● Choose collaborators within interest group 
● Document tasks in Process Journal #1 
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Excerpt from Process 
Journal (PJ) #1 
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PJ #1: Guiding Question 

Working Guiding Question Draft 1 from page 7—share 
this with your group, your coach & your advisor: 
  

  
Specific Project Goals: 
Who is the audience this project is intended to reach and 
how will members of that audience benefit or learn from 
this project? 
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● Research 
○ Create a research plan 
○ Identify sources 
○ Evaluate sources for reliability and 

relevance 
○ Cite sources 

● Design Specifications-Backmapping 
○ List of tasks 
○ Task Calendar 

● Document and reflect in Process 
Journal #2 

Objective B: Planning  
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Excerpt from PJ #2 
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Excerpt from PJ #2 
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Objective C: Taking Action  
 

● Research is circular--have they changed their 
topic or guiding question? 

● Finalize idea for product 
● Create list of materials needed 
● Blueprint Options:   

○ Inspiration 
○ PowerPoint storyboard or storyboard template 
○ Cut-away diagram 

● Create final product 
● Begin Panel Presentation 
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Excerpt from PJ #3 
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PJ #3: Materials List 
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PJ#3: Blueprint 
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PJ #3 Blueprint 
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PJ #3: Blueprint 
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Objective D: Reflecting 

● Make final changes to product 
● Prepare MYP Panel Presentation 
● Present to Panel 
● Reflect on product and presentation; 

process 
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PJ #4: Reflection 
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Student challenges 
  

• developing a viable 
guiding question 

• documenting work 
• research skills/ 

protocols 
• motivation  
 

Staff challenges 

• defining an 
appropriate product 

• accountability 
(independent study 
w/no set meeting 
time) 

• scoring 
standardization 

 

Challenges 
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Examples 
Example Guiding Question Global context  

 

Ian, Nick, Sam, Elias: Humor 
 
What makes a movie funny? 

 

Orientation in time 
and space 

Aida: B Guitar 
 

 
Isaac: Computer and Game 

How do features on an electric guitar 
affect the sound? 
 
Can I build a computer and make a 
game? 

Scientific and 
technical innovation 
 
Scientific and 
technical innovation 
  

Josie & Julia: Healthy Baking Can we make a cake healthier? Globalization and 
sustainability 

Celia: Say No to GMOs How can we persuade about the 
importance of mandating labels for 
GMOs? 

Globalization and 
sustainability  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TARbQX9UoV4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TARbQX9UoV4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YXrUM8xlu-I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YXrUM8xlu-I
https://drive.google.com/a/mcpsmd.net/?tab=wo
https://drive.google.com/a/mcpsmd.net/?tab=wo
https://docs.google.com/a/mcpsmd.net/document/d/1NMLpBQGbs0PlLbMp9Yit5P8jmGiCufVFl9KhFzP0a9U
https://docs.google.com/a/mcpsmd.net/document/d/1NMLpBQGbs0PlLbMp9Yit5P8jmGiCufVFl9KhFzP0a9U
http://323167ss.edu.glogster.com/passion-project/
http://323167ss.edu.glogster.com/passion-project/


Examples 
Example Guiding Question Global context  
Amy & Isabella: Sexism in 
Schools 
 
 
 

Josh: Head Injuries 
 
 

 

How can we raise awareness of 
gender roles in schools? 
 
 
 
How can pitchers be protected from 
head injuries in baseball? 

Identities and 
relationships  
 
 
 
Scientific and 
technical innovation 

Grace: Up-cycle 
 
 
 

How does shopping at thrift stores 
help the environment? 

Orientation in space 
and time  

Maggie: Advertising What makes an advertisement 
effective? 

Fairness and 
development 

 
Maya & Marike: Writing an 
original song 
 
 
 

 
What are the building blocks to song 
writing? 

  
Personal and 
cultural expression 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dh7eGU3-m-0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dh7eGU3-m-0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dh7eGU3-m-0
http://prezi.com/u9lomet9ffmy/head-protection-for-pitchers-in-baseball/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy
http://prezi.com/u9lomet9ffmy/head-protection-for-pitchers-in-baseball/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy
http://prezi.com/u9lomet9ffmy/head-protection-for-pitchers-in-baseball/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy
http://www.pinterest.com/bubblebrain100/passion-project-2014-by-grace-hoggarth/
http://www.pinterest.com/bubblebrain100/passion-project-2014-by-grace-hoggarth/
http://www.pinterest.com/bubblebrain100/passion-project-2014-by-grace-hoggarth/
http://www.pinterest.com/bubblebrain100/passion-project-2014-by-grace-hoggarth/
http://prezi.com/_-w9wanj5-im/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy
http://prezi.com/_-w9wanj5-im/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hvfTLNM1slE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hvfTLNM1slE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hvfTLNM1slE


Elisabeth_williamscaison@mcpsmd.org 
 
Lisa_r_hack@mcpsmd.org 
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