
Adapted assessment for 2021 and 2022



1 
 

Adapted assessment for 2021 and 2022 
 
Due to the continued loss of instructional time which will also have impacted students who 
began their studies in 2020, for first assessment in 2022, the IB has decided to extend the 
adaptations which were put in place for 2021 to 2022.   You can view the adaptations in the 
following document: Teaching, Learning and Assessment. 
 
This document provides information for subjects/components which will be first assessed in 
2022: economics, music and TOK.  There is also important information on the listening 
component for language acquisition.  Please use the following guidance for students due to 
undertake assessments in these subjects/components in 2022: 
 
Economics (first assessment 2022) 
Adaptations — further details  

 
HL Paper 3 — amended  
 
Students answer only one question out of the two provided.  
Students are encouraged to engage with the complete Economics syllabus. This adaptation 
mitigates disruptions to learning and teaching time, ensures optionality in each of the 
examination papers and provides additional flexibility for assessment preparation including 
the completion of the internal assessment task.  
 
There are no changes to HL paper 1, HL paper 2 or the internal assessment.  
 
SL – no change 
 
There are no changes to SL paper 1, SL paper 2 or the internal assessment.  
 
In-examination-session mitigations will be applied where necessary. 
 
The non-optional and integrated nature of the syllabus requires the use of in-session 
mitigations to best address COVID-19 associated disruptions.  
 
Teachers are encouraged to continue with their best endeavours to address the curriculum 
content in preparation for assessment in the knowledge that the IB will apply mitigations 
that take into account the loss of instructional time and related impacts for teaching and 
learning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://resources.ibo.org/data/d_0_iboxx_sup_2008_2_e.pdf
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Adapted assessment: Modified marks, weightings and examination times 
 

Assessment component Current examination time Amended examination time 
HL Paper 3 1 hr 45 mins 1 hr 

 
 Component Current number of 

marks 
 Number of marks 
for M22 

Current weighting  Weighting for 
M22 

SL Paper 1 25 25 30% 30% 

Paper 2 40 40 40% 40% 

IA 45 45 30% 30% 

Total weighting 100% 100% 
 

   

 Component Current number of 
marks 

Modified  number of 
marks 
for M22 

Current weighting Modified weighting 
for 
M22 

HL Paper 1 25 25 20% 25% 

Paper 2 40 40 30% 35% 

Paper 3 60 30 30% 20% 

IA 45 45 20% 20% 

Total weighting 100% 100% 

 
Music (first assessment 2022) 
Adaptations — further details  
  
The IB recognises the potential disruptions to practical work in DP music in the adapted 
assessments outlined below. Where current measures in students’ local 
jurisdictions continue to adversely impact or prevent group rehearsals, performances or 
day-to-day teaching and learning in a way that would prevent students from completing the 
adapted assessments, schools are encouraged to 
contact support@ibo.org for further advice.  
  
HL The contemporary music maker — removed  
  
Where conditions permit, teachers and students are encouraged to continue to engage 
with diverse musical material and relate, where possible, students’ music making to the 
challenges and opportunities afforded musicians in real life contexts.  
 
The IB would welcome schools’ submitting multimedia presentations for The contemporary 
music maker component for possible use as teacher and workshop support material. 
Schools interested in doing so should contact dpdevelopment@ibo.org and note “The 
contemporary music maker” in the message’s subject line. 
  
 
 

mailto:support@ibo.org
mailto:dpdevelopment@ibo.org
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SL Presenting music — removed   
  
Where conditions permit, teachers and students are encouraged to continue to engage with 
diverse musical material and the processes of selecting a programme and refining material 
for presentation. Teachers should offer opportunities for students to present work, for 
example in a virtual setting, as part of the teaching and learning. Students may find that 
material intended for use in the Presenting music component can be repurposed for use in 
the exploration portfolio or experimentation report.   
 
The nature of the adaptations is such that students who had intended to pursue the DP 
music course at SL, but who are able to complete the presenting music component and wish 
to submit it for assessment, may consider registering for DP music at HL in May/November 
2022. 
  
  
Music marks and modified weighting  
  Component  Current number 

of marks  
Modified 
number of 
marks for M21  

Current 
weighting  

Modified 
weighting for 
M21  

SL  Exploring music 
in context  

24  24  30%  50%  

Experimenting 
with music 

28 28 30%  50%  

Presenting 
music  

38  Removed  40%  N/A  

Total weighting  100%  100%  
            

HL  Exploring music 
in context  

24  24  20%  30%  

Experimenting 
with music 

28  28  20%  30%  

Presenting 
music  

38  38 30%  40%  

The contemporary 
music-maker  

32  Removed  30%  N/A  

Total weighting  100%  100%  

 
Theory of Knowledge (first assessment 2022) 
Adaptations — further details  
  
No changes to assessment components 
 
May/November 2022 is the first assessment session for the new TOK course.  Students are 
required to complete an essay on a prescribed title and a TOK exhibition. 
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The TOK essay will be externally assessed as usual and students are also required to 
complete an essay planning and progress form (TK/PPF).  The TOK exhibition internal 
assessment task will be marked by teachers and then a sample submitted for moderation.  
There is no planning document required for the exhibition task and schools have the 
flexibility to hold their TOK exhibitions in a variety of different formats, including virtual 
exhibitions. 
 
We do understand the challenges that schools are facing due to COVID-19 but to help 
maintain the continuity of the holistic programme experiences, the DP core assessment 
components have all been maintained for May/November 2022.   
 
In-examination-session mitigation will be made where necessary. 

 
Language acquisition – Language B and ab initio 

The language B and language ab initio listening component (initially scheduled for 
first assessment May 2020) will, as previously announced, be introduced in the May 
2022 examination session. The development of all language skills is essential and 
expected in language B and ab initio subjects, and so the decision to delay the 
assessment of listening comprehension was not an easy one to take. 

In general, the adapted DP/CP assessments mitigate disruptions to learning and 
teaching caused by the pandemic-related circumstances. In the case of listening 
comprehension, the IB acknowledged that, though listening skills could still be 
meaningfully developed in virtual or blended settings, schools might not have been in 
a position to administer this new component for M21 safely and successfully. 

In addition to the two-year delay for logistical arrangements to be completed, 
specimen assessments for all language B and ab initio subjects have been made 
available on the Programme Resource Centre to fully support candidates in their 
preparation for the listening component. 

 
 
An important note: 
 
All documents related to the adaptations, and guidance and support resources that have 
been  published on the PRC for the 2021 examination sessions are currently being updated 
to reflect these changes and will be re-published in the coming weeks.   
 
In the meantime, if you have any questions please contact support@ibo.org 

https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fresources.ibo.org%2Fdp%2Fnews%2F164%3Flang%3Den&data=04%7C01%7Cangela.riviere%40ibo.org%7C518d5f0f45b3418897f508d8cc70c2ab%7C68b2d50a57dd4bd585bba249b0b19ddf%7C0%7C0%7C637484131981672290%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=qIyOSJ4WLemmkYB00uf0Ji05bpXgw%2FBZdr92t4J0DKY%3D&reserved=0
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