


Learning in Space 
 

-Teaching in a zero-gravity environment 



Learning spaces 

“People are influenced by their 

environment: everything is nourishment.”  

 
– Max van Huut, co-founder of Alberts and van Huut, the architect 

agency that designed the International School of Amsterdam   



Still from the TV show Leave it to Beaver 



Art by Rutu Modan for the New York Times 



Photograph of Lucy Philpot by Brad Philpot 

“We can’t solve 

problems by using the 

same kind of thinking 

we used when we 

created them.” 
 

- Albert Einstein 



1. What is being learned? 

2. How does the environment affect 

learning? 

3. How does this compare to learning at 

your school? 

Worksheet 1 

With regards to the images answer the 

following questions: 















In the real world learning can be 

• self-paced 

• voluntary 

• untested 

• self-serving 

• interactive 

• digital 

• physical 

• one-on-one 

• isolated 

• project-based 

• hands-on 

• enjoyable 

• unplanned 

• undefined 

 



Reggio Children Foundation – 

 Loris Malaguzzi Centre 



 

Children must have some control over the 

direction of their learning 

 

De Lindenboom 



. 

 

Children must be able to learn through 

experiences of touching, moving, listening, 

seeing and hearing 

 



 

Children have a relationship with other 

children and with material items in the world 

that children must be allowed to explore 

 

Photograph of Oscar Philpot by Brad Philpot 



Children must have endless ways and 

opportunities to express themselves. 

Photograph of Boris Besuijen by Brad Philpot 



The 3rd teacher  

• Aesthetics  

• Transparency 

• Active learning 

• Flexibility 

• Collaboration 

• Reciprocity 

• Bringing the outdoors in 

• Relationships 



Aesthetics 

Üsküdar American Academy 



Enka Schools 



Amsterdam International Community School 



Elaine Flynn –  

International School of Amsterdam 



Transparency 

Openlucht School Amsterdam 



Amsterdam International Community School 



Active learning 

Philpot Education at  

Amsterdam International Community School 



Koç Schools 



Philpot Education at  

Amsterdam International Community School 





Flexibility 

 

Koç Schools 



Koç Schools 



Koç Schools 
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Collaboration 

International School of Amsterdam 



Amsterdam International Community School 



Amsterdam International Community School 



Reciprocity 

Albert Heijn Supermarket, Koog aan de Zaan 



International School of Amsterdam 





International School of Amsterdam 





Bringing the outdoors in 

International School of Eerde 



International School of Eerde 



International School of Eerde 



International School of Eerde 



Openlucht School Amsterdam 
International School of Amsterdam 



International School of Amsterdam 



Amsterdam International Community School 



Oliver Bowles at the Amsterdam International Community School 



Modlin Airport, Warsaw 



Relationships 

Pius X College 





Üsküdar American Academy 





International School of Luxembourg 



International School of The Hague 



International School of The Hague 



Worksheet 2 

With regards to the images answer the 

following questions: 

1. Describe the relevance of the 8 aspects 
of environment as 3rd teacher to the 
images. 

2. Where do you see evidence of these 8 
aspects in your school? 

3. If the walls of your school could speak, 
what would they say? 



International School of Amsterdam 



De Pyramide 



St. George’s British International  
School in Rome 



Philpots at the 

NEMO science 

museum in 
Amsterdam 






