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Knowing me, connecting to you 

How can we embed International Mindedness in our schools? 



Who we are: Hong Kong 











Who we are: Hong Kong 

Cross-Cultural, Bicultural, Third Culture Kids 



English Schools Foundation 

www.esf.edu.hk 



Who we are: Our school 



Who we are as IB Schools 



Who we are as IB Schools 

 Learner Profile and Attitudes remain central 



PYP Standards and Practices 

• The school develops and promotes international-mindedness 
and all the attributes of the LP across the school community 

• The school ensures access to information of global issues and 
diverse perspectives 

• The written curriculum promotes students awareness of 
individual, local, national and world issues 

• The written curriculum provides opportunities for reflection 
on human commonality, diversity and multiple perspectives 

• Teaching and learning addresses human commonality, 
diversity and multiple perspectives 

 

 



IB Teachers beliefs: Research update 

 

 



Circle of Viewpoints 



Perspectives 
How could a 

global citizen be 
defined? 

Oxfam: Educating for Global Citizenship  



Today’s sharing and focus: 



Aim of the sessions 

Consider 
how, as PYP Schools, we could continue to 
promote, develop and embed International 
Mindedness in our schools 



Aim of the sessions 

Share 
ideas and processes we are going through 
to create and innovate practices to 
promote and embed IM, as well as educate 
the broader community 



Aim of the sessions 

Transfer  
the learning and ideas from all our schools, 
as we all continue to promote, develop and 
embed IM in our IB schools 



Today’s conversations and ideas 



Today’s conversations 



Pay it Forward  

Collaboration and Sharing 

http://goo.gl/kd9cb 



Pause n Reflect  



Post it notes  - Pay it forward Challenging our perceptions 



The challenge 

 How can we enable this to happen? 

Address Embed 

Promote / Develop 





How do we connect, understand and reflect? 



How do we connect and remain open-minded? 



How do we connect, reflect and respect? 



How do we connect without judgment? 



Where our conversations started 

Even better if ……… 



How truly internationally minded are we? 



Where our questions started 

 How do we develop the depth we want? 

 

Embed  



Reconsidering the iceberg analogy 

Can see 

Often unaware 



Greatest consideration and conversations 

Why do we believe it’s 
important that our 
students are indeed 

internationally minded? 



How do we think we are global citizens? 





Whose viewpoints are we considering 

Students in the 
center as the focus  

participants in 
their own learning 

Parents / the home /  

the community as  

partners in learning 

Leaders of learning 

(School   IBO) 
 



The areas and 
elements we 

cannot control 

The areas and 

elements 

 we can influence 

The areas and elements 

 we can control 

What are our spheres of influence 



 Considering how I see “me” – then understand you 

Really knowing “me” first 



The challenge 

 How can we enable this within our schools? 

Address Embed 

Promote / Develop 



Why is learning about IM essential? 



Implications: So what now? 

 

 



Implications: What were we doing? 

Implications: What were we not doing? 



Current questions and challenges  

What do we think, know and understand as 
a whole school community? 
 

In what different ways can we develop and 
embed IM? 
 

How do we educate everyone so we build a 
whole community understanding? 



 What is our definition of IM? 



School Mission and Vision Statements 

 Are we really honoring International Mindedness? 



Iceberg Measure: Where are “we” digging? 

Can see 

Unaware 



What do our students think and say? 



World Map: Perceptions 



World Map: Perceptions 



World Map: Perceptions 



World Map: Perceptions 



Student Voice 

Questions asked 
 

1) What do you understand when I say “being 

internationally minded?” 

 

2) How do/should internationally minded people 

behave? 

 

3) How do you learn about being “internationally 

minded?”  

 

4) What do teachers need to do “more of” to 

teach us about  international mindedness? 







Teacher vs Student perceptions? 



Is it within the hidden curriculum? 



Student Voice: The Research says 

What were the aspects of school that developed your 
understanding of international mindedness  

(3000 students  from  57 Schools) 

1. Interacting with students from different cultures 

2. Teachers: what they shared, they said and how they behaved  
(Role Models) 

3. Formal Curriculum :  How this was presented to us 

4. Informal school activities 

5. Interacting with our local community and the people that are 
part of this 

Jeff Thompson: Presentation in Hong Kong: 2013 



What would your students say? 

Pause n Reflect  



Inspiring possibilities 



What happens when we lift the lid? 

What’s packaged inside your school’s “tin”? 



Creating opportunities for conversations and connections 

Creating deeper thinking from beneath the iceberg 



Personal  
Local 

National 

Regional 

Global 
 

Curriculum Connections 



Consideration before UoI starts 



Opportunities in every UoI 



Related concepts : Create opportunities 

Cultures 

Values 

Beliefs 

Behaviours 

Diversity 

Human Rights 

Sustainability 

Interdependence 

Environmental issues 

Organisations / Global Systems  

Social justice 

Conflict 

Future 

Technology 



Chinese: Connect, Contrast, Reflect 

Moving beyond simple translations to comparisons 



Similarities and Differences are key 

• Attitudes 
• Values 
• Learner Profile attributes 
• Beliefs 
• Customs 
• Celebrations (Why) 
• Perspectives 
• Behaviour 
• Feelings 
• Everyday life and living 



Similarities and Differences are key 



Similarities and Differences are key 



Similarities and Differences are key 



Critical Literacy collections 

 Similarities and Differences 



Critical Literacy: Critical Thinking 



Strategically building  an IM collection 

Collaboratively creating book lists and book collections 



 How do I connect with this culture? 

 How do I connect with this story? 



Bilingual Language Bazaar 

 Celebrations across our cultures 



Second language learning 

 How do we promote, celebrate and explore this? 



Mother Tongue inclusion and programmes 

Where are our authentic opportunities? 



Assemblies: Community connections 

 School-wide discussions and learning 



Meaningful Digital Platforms 

 Tools, Sites, Connections, Organisations 

Primary School: 

age of students 
Primary School: 

Accessible:  ability 

Primary School: 

Interests levels 

Primary School: 

tangible connections 



Global Digital Citizens 

http://fluency21.com/           Twitter: @leecrockett 

http://fluency21.com/


Peer to Peer: Personal interactions 

Knowing me; Connecting to you 

We are currently exploring and 

creating “international blogs” 

shared between two classes, 

from different places across the 

world -  and are committed to a 

years shared journey together. 
 

• Instant and interactive 

• All can see and communicate vs 1 only 

• Way students interact with world 

already 

• Purposeful and personal 

• Exploring questions we ask ( more 

below the iceberg) 

 



Celebrating Key Days and Dates 

 How does this connect to us?        What does this mean to us? 

Purposeful 

Meaningful 
Relevant 

Connected 



Regualar connections: IM through the Arts 

Expressing ourselves, respecting others expressions of themselves  



Clubs, Groups, Guest Speakers 



Fundraising: Real passion & purpose 

 Need to explore, discuss, reflect and believe in the need 



Possible IM Passport: Collections 

 Connections across many cultures 

Contents could include: 

 
• Pages with continents names – allowing for photos, 

comments, critical literacy, facts, comments, cut outs 

 

• Learner profile and Attitudes 

 

• Learning connections – UoI, Class, School wide 

 

• Similarities and Differences I have noticed 

 



Creating opportunities for conversations, connections 

Using deeper thinking from the bottom of the iceberg 



What happens when we lift the lid? 

What’s packaged inside your school’s “tin”? 



Pause n Reflect  

How could we dig deeper in our icebergs? 



Post it notes  - Pay it forward Transfer and Educate 

Who do we need to inform?  
How do we need to inform? 



Community 







Subscriptions@ 
learnthenews.com 

 

Up-to-date with 
World News 

 



Having the conversations 

Within and beyond the school 



T.C.K student perspectives 



IBO statement reads: 

Schools need to consider 
whether students are making 

connections between  
life at school,  
life at home  

and life in the world. 

How do we honour IM in our schools? 



Freshest thinking 



Ongoing sharing of information 

 Where is our community understanding now? 



Collaborative contributions by all 

Paying it Forward as IB professionals  

http://goo.gl/kd9cb #cwbspyp 



Final thoughts 

 
Your perception of me 
is a reflection of you; 

My reaction to you  
is an awareness of me 

 
                                    Unknown 



Contact 
Email:   traci.salter@cwbs.edu.hk 

Web:     www.tracisalter.com 

Twitter: cwbspyp 
 

mailto:traci.salter@cwbs.edu.hk
http://www.tracisalter.com/
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