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� 2003 (Vienna PYP workshop)
� developing connections between the PYP and the 

library through workshop products
� co-operation and collaboration for the  PYP
� improving scheduling for inquiry learning 
� collection management for  supporting units
� the ESL students and their needs
� recognition of the teaching and learning role of 

librarians
� importance of sharing practices ( networking)
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� 2005 Nassau PYP workshop (IBNA)
� Further developing guidelines for the teaching and 

supporting the PYP transdisciplinary skills and the 
learner profile

� Collaboration in planning and teaching
� Flexible scheduling supporting inquiry learning
� ICT and library commonalities through Information 

Literacy 
� Importance of reader development
� Academic Honesty in the PYP
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� 2007 ( Vienna PYP workshop)
� Connection between PYP Transdisciplinary skills and 

Information literacy
� Sharing of practices and resources
� Collaboration and scheduling issues
� Supporting language learning and ESL
� ICT and information literacy
� The IBO standards and Practices
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� We, as librarians, believe that :-
� Library is important to students
� We connect with the whole school and community
� We support teachers and programmes
� We connect emotionally with kids, books and reading
� We introduce information literacy as part of lifelong 

learning agendas
� We select multi-modal, multicultural and multi-lingual 

resources when developing our library collections
� We support learning beyond the school
� We are great at organising library PR events
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We, as librarians, struggle with these ‘issues’:-
1. Neither international schools nor IBO have clear policy 

for 21st century school libraries or librarians.
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3. Staffing of libraries is generally inadequate to the 
actual demands on them. 

4. The  Library has a tendency still to be used as a place 
to give release or ‘downtime’ time to teachers.
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-in the primary school
-in the primary school library



Quote from IBO Learner Profile 
booklet p.1

“IB programmes promote the education of the whole 
person, emphasizing intellectual, personal,
emotional and social growth through all domains of 
knowledge. By focusing on the dynamic combination
of knowledge, skills, independent critical and creative 
thought and international-mindedness, the IBO
espouses the principle of educating the whole person for 
a life of active, responsible citizenship. Underlying
the three programmes is the concept of education of the 
whole person as a lifelong process. The learner
profile is a profile of the whole person as a lifelong 
learner.”     
IBO Learner Profile Booklet 2006
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Created by Y. Barrett 2004 
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Frog and the Stranger ~ Max Velthuijs ~ 
English Chinese Bilingual text 

Created by Y. Barrett 2004 
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Katie Day (kda@uwcsea.edu.sg) 

PYP Teacher-Librarian / United World College of Southeast Asia / Singapore 3/18/2007
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Academic
The written curriculum framework
(i.e. the 5 essential elements):-

� concepts
� knowledge
� transdisciplinary skills: 

research, thinking, 
communication

� attitudes
� action

Non-academic

� Learner Profile
� love of literature
� reader development
� transdisciplinary skills: 

social,communication,
self-management

� attitudes
� action
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� Research skills
� Thinking skills
� Social skills
� Communication skills
� Self-management skills
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� collaboration with class teachers?
� collaboration with PYP coordinator?
� collaboration with school administrators?
� collaboration with ICT?
� collaboration with other specialists? (e.g. 

language teachers, ESL/LOTE, PE, music, 
art)

� collaboration with other librarians?
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� collaboration with class teachers?
� participate in planning Units of Inquiry with 

grade level teams.
� shared teaching responsibilities in the library.
� support resource development.
� create resource bibliographies.
� grade level/department minutes of meetings.
� know what is happening!
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� collaboration with PYP coordinator?
� be included when planning units and whole school 

curriculum and policy documents.
� keep lines of communication open
� schedule a regular meeting time to catch up on info.
� attend all in-house programme specific workshops -

you are also part of the school! 
� ask for help and support – that’s their job!
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� collaboration with school administrators?
� develop and share annual library action plan/goals 

and budget plan with others. 
� demonstrate ‘creative professionalism’.
� ensure that annual evaluation and reflection happens
� keep up to date with library statistics.
� promote your successes! Be proactive!
� And encourage your school administrator to become 

proactive in the process!
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� collaboration with ICT?
� e-learning
� e-resources
� use ICT to update your own skills
� be part of the ICT strategic planning
� be aware of budgeting deadlines
� team teach don’t duplicate
� update library internet and intranet web pages
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� collaboration with other specialists? (e.g. 
language teachers, Lote, PE, music, art)
� suggest specialist scheduled meeting times
� network with other ‘single subject’ teachers -

they’re on their own too!
� support collection development in their areas
� develop host country and mother tongue 

resources
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� collaboration with other librarians?
� use the OCC Librarians Resource and Forum 

(acknowledge your position, school, contact details)

� network with other librarians both at local 
meetings and online - they’re on their own 
too!

� become a member of national and/or 
international professional library associations.

� attend relevant conferences and workshops.
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As library professionals
it is our role to

‘Make the PYP Happen’
in the library. 
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