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UNLOCKING THE TREASURE WITHIN.

Developing inquiring, knowledgeable
and caring young people.

Jan Wiggins
International School of Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.






e | 108" 1140 120
Russia

Higresgdd
s .
Ulazangom Nuur R
oI ghy & Mtrdin 8. " L Huo
d Orhan

Hovd A W . Ulaanbaatar Choybgisas.e '
» Uliasiay } eyl Tamsagbulz
; ' eTssserley “prunmod \ B HOnddMasn -
Lhemgur o Tay shir u * Baruun Un
Ay Altay's =
L ]
Bayanhangor e Arvayhear M:annz.lalgmel
' =aynshand
Mongolia : ,
Dzamin Uid China
® Dalandzadgad
42
? 200
8 300, km

@992 MAGELLAN Gargraphin®™ Sania Barbara, CA (B00J020-4MAF Beiling &







=
e
O
<L
o




Mongolia

-
e
Land of the blue sky E
Population 2.9 million =

Capital City Ulaanbaatar.
60% of the population live in Ger districts .

Rural population dependent on livestock - horses, |
cattle, sheep, goats and car

Main exports: minerals, cashmere, wool, leather.

Chinggis Khan - founder and supreme ruler of the
Great Mongolian State 1206. A warrior and
revered leader who expanded the Mongol
Empire throughout Asia

Parliamentary Republic since July 1990

Main religion is Buddhism — (religious freedom was suppressed during SoMgt



Climate

- Short summer
— Average July temperature: 30 C/86 F
— Summer rainfall - countryside is green with a pradaf wildflowers.

. Long cold winter
— Average January temperature: -30 C/-22 F
— Winter lasts for nearly 7 months. Short daylightiteoand long nights.
— Rivers freeze from October to March. Roads andsa¢itome icy.
— Snowfall not heavy but landscape blanketed in stimaughout winter.




OVERVIEW.

 How teachers at ISU have used International and local
organizations to support their units of inquiry.

* The importance of field trips in providing the students
with valuable real life experiences and opportunities fq
gathering information.
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» Examples of different ways students
have organized themselves to take meaningful a

Last year:

Grade 5 Exhibition unit — planning and gathering information during field trips.
Grade 4 class - taking meaningful action as a consequence of theindea

This year:
Grade 5 units of inquiry — further developing understandings and attitudes
and providing opportunities for meaningful action.
Grade 4 —students planning and organizing a whole school charity dr

ve .




Grade 5 Exhibition 2008-2009.

Organizing Theme-ow we share the planet.

Discussions — real life issues and/or problems to be investigated.
Questions - defining the central idea

Central Idealnternational and local organizations work to create change in peoples’
lives through the exchange of skills.

Further collaboration — deciding on the lines of inquiry to be followed.

Inquiry into:

1. The different kinds of organizations that are active in Mongolia.

2. How and why organizations work to create change in people’s lilangolia.
3. How we can organize ourselves to take action in ISU’s locaincority.




Planning- choosing appropriate sources and materials. (Web sites, books, pa
International organizations, NGOs). Creating a time line.

Gathering Informatior Interviews, journals, internet research, surveys,
guest speakers, photographs, video recordings, brochures, field tripsmexpsri

Field Trips—
Each group of 4 students researched a different organization.
Questions prepared before each field trip.

Reflection—
After each field trip students reflected on what they had found oytrapared or
adjusted further questions .

rents




World Bank Project 2006 — 2011.
R.E.A.D (Rural Education and Development)




Distribution of classroom
library packs to Grades 1-5
students in rural schools
through Mongolia. (each
pack with 160 — 260 local

and international titles).

Provision of professiona
development training fc
teachers in the use of
classroom libraries and
activities that build upon
children’s literacy skills.

Initial training in 5 core
schools with trained
mentors delivering
further training to
satellite schools.

e AL HEK TRAINING
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BACK AT SCHOOL REELECTION

— throughout unit.

Collation and presentation of Information (as individuals and in groups)|.
Written reports, journals, photo boards, scrapbooks, art work, oral
presentations, graphs, charts, timelines, flow charts, power pogity,
models ,videos, booklets, brochures, T Shirts, drama/role play,.music

Action:
Bake Sale to raise money for a disadvantaged rural school to buy bodkesamdes.

New and used toys and clothes drive for a local orphanage.

GALA EVENING: Students exhibit,
demonstrate and reflect on the attributes of | the
student profile they have been developing
through their engagement with the PYP to their
parents and the school community.

























A Message to Garcid&lbert Hubbard 1899.
Speaking of the capacity for independent action —

“My heart goes out to the man who does his work when the “boss” is away
as well as when he is at home.”




Grade 5 Class 2009-201q)

WHO WE ARE.

Central ideaThe decisions we make every day influence who we are and who we
want to become.

An inquiry intohow our actions are evidence of who we are and the effects the
decisions we make have on ourselves and others.

WHERE WE ARE IN PLACE AND TIME.

Central ideal eaders and achievers in all areas of human society bring abogecha

An inquiry intothe attributes that make a leader, the contributions of leaders in
different areas, and the impact of leaders on society, bothyl@arallglobally.




























Meeting in the local community center —
checking off and recording what we have alre:
found out and asking further questions.







BACK AT SCHOOL.

Collating information, summarizing facts,
writing reports, recording personal feelings




QUESTIONS.
How can we act on what we have learnt?

How can we help the Bayanzurkh Community?
What are their needs?

| : Guest Speakers —
Group p ar_mlng, community representatives.
cooperation,
collaboration S
making decisions FUND RAISING? PTG
Community service proposals.
Art work, posters Mathematics — calculations, money problems,

Q

charts, poetry. percentages, interpreting and presenting da;










Presentation of Community Service Proposals at therimary School Assembly
Prepare two family gers for the winter.

Provide transportation/support to expand a prstiag Bakery to new markets,
Build a green house at the Flourishing Futures cammunity centre.
Build a ger (there had been 4 requests in thenvask).

Provide small loans to encourage entrepreneurship

ahwbbE




Presenting the proposals to the P







Waiting for a decision.




GOING FURTHER

FUNDING?

Funding the University Education of a student fro
a disadvantaged background who would be unab

m
le to

continue his/her studies without financial assistan

BAKE SALE.

Persuasive writing projegt

confidence, respect.

PYP attitudes - developing
action and developing

from action: Cooperation,
commitment, enthusiasm
independence, empathy,




Organizing Themeéwhere are we in place and time.

Grade 4 2009-2010.

Central idea:Throughout history people have been on the move for
different reasons.
Inquiry into :reasons why people migrate and the effects and

experiences of the migration process.












Experiencing Mongolian hospitality — drinking warnilkrtea.




Gathering information — asking questio




BACK AT SCHOOL Reflection, report writing, art work, poetry.

A few weeks after the field trip the local media was repgrtin
the severe dzud conditions in the rural areas of Mongolia.

MAKING CONNECTIONS! @

—_—

The Grade 4 students
immediately started inquiring
into how they could do

something to help the herde

Further research needed.
What do the effected

communities most need? Who
can we ask for advice?
Which Organizations may be
able to help us?

WHOLE SCHOOL CHARITY DRIVE .






Boxes are packed, labeled and ready for collection by UNIC










REFLECTION: IB STANDARDS AND PRACTICES.

Standard D1.

The students learn to choose to act, and to reflect on their actotigt they
contribute to their own well being and that of the community and the enwan

m

Practices.
1.

The school provides a climate in which
students learn to respect and value self
Initiated action.

Opportunities are provided for student:
develop skills and attitudes that
lead to taking action.

The school supports students in learning h¢
to reflect on their experiences and make mg
iInformed, independent choices.

The school provides opportunities for studeg
action to be an integral part of the curriculu
and/or an extension of the curriculum.
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Educating the Global Citizel
George Walker

(former director of IBO).
Knowing is not the same as
understanding when it come
to making sense of the worl
Knowing stops at
Information and interes
understanding implies
engagement.

Confucius proverb
“I hear and | forget,
| see and | remember,
| do and | understand”.

.

S
d.




Life Lies in the QuestElbert Hubbard 1899.
“Education means development — evolution, growth. Can you impart a

development?
| think not. One can, however, in degree, supply the conditions of growth. We
cannot make the plant blossom, but we can place it in the sunshine anditsuppl
with nourishment and moisture.”

~—
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