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Introduction

Andrea Lucard Robert Powell



This session…

• Approx. 35 minute presentation

• Approx. 15 minutes Q & A

Introduction

• Approx. 10 minutes demonstration
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• An exclusive online learning 
community for IB stakeholders.

• Will allow educators, students, 
alumni, professional development 
providers and eventually a variety 
of other IB community roles to be 
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of other IB community roles to be 
able to collaborate, communicate, 
share and learn together.



"����������#�����
��	!



“I think it’s great if the IB can make a place for everyone to get together on-
line and share their experience. I like the idea of making friends in other 

countries. I really think we need something like this because it’s good to learn 
about what other students, teachers, and alumni are doing.” 

(DSI Focus Group student participant)
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The IB Virtual Community…the Promise, the Tool and th e Bargain

•The Promise: What are you asking people to do? 

“There are three "rules" behind the effective use of any social tool: it "relies 
on a successful fusion of a plausible promise, an effective tool, and an 
acceptable bargain with the users”

Clay Shirky – Here Comes Everybody (2009)

•The Bargain: What do they get out of doing it?

•The Tool: How are you enabling them to do it?

The healthiest, most robust online communities answer these questions 
well, through shared agreement and understanding.



•The Promise - authentic interaction with people and perspectives from 
around the world

•The Bargain – if the IB community uses the tool effectively they will 
experience effective, global collaboration.

The IB Virtual Community…the Promise, the Tool and th e Bargain
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And the tool….



IB Virtual Community - Development

The IB and ePals have created a robust Virtual 
Community that will allow IB stakeholders across 
the world - our students, teachers, schools, 
alumni and volunteers – to find each other, 
connect, communicate, share and learn together.  

The ePals global learning platform will allow IB 
community members to continue their exploration 
with other, non-IB educators as well. Nothing else like it exists 

in the education sector 
today….. 



Developing the IB Virtual Community

2�	���	�����
������
�����������
����&��3�����������#�3�4 �

• 5���	������	���#��
�������#3������
�&�
��	���
�����	
� #��
	)��
�#���
��)�&����
���	���#�������6

• ��
�7
�	
��	���

• 5��#3����������������������������	• 5��#3����������������������������	

���
��
��

����
�
����
����
�������


��������
���
������

��
����
�
��


����
����
�
����
��
 
�����
!


���
�
��
�
��
"�����	
��
�����

#$


�������� %




IB Virtual Community – Features and functionality
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“The IBVC was our DREAM last year in the 
MYP Librarian Workshop, NOW it comes true 
:) ”

IB Educator



IB Virtual Community – How will it be used?  

IB Educators
Informal collaboration with fellow educators

Have their class collaborate with another IB 
class somewhere else in the world

Interact with IB students, other schools, 
alumni and IB volunteers 

IB Students
Find fellow IB students from around the 
world to work on projects together, do 
research, and practice languages

A fun way to meet other IB students from all 
corners of the globe.  It’s an easy way to 
connect with fellow students to share 
pictures and stories- and to learn more 
about other IB student’s way of life

IB Alumni
Reconnect with IB classmates and the 
teachers

Maintain a lifelong connection with the IB

Mentoring, offering guidance to current IB 
students

about other IB student’s way of life

PD Providers
The IBVC is the ultimate networking tool.  No 
longer limited to brief meetings at conferences, 
they can now maintain relationships with ease.  

The Virtual Community can be used  to 
continue informal and social interactions 
outside of PD sessions

More roles coming soon...



IB Virtual Community – Features and functionality

Profile page

Status 
update

Avatar
Toolkit

Personal 
bio



IB Virtual Community – Features and functionality

Groups

IB Managed IB Managed 
group

Group 
tools 



IB Virtual Community – Features and functionality

Blogs



IB Virtual Community – Features and functionality

Wikis



IB Virtual Community – Features and functionality

File showcases

A range of 
file view 
permissions

File 
management



IB Virtual Community – How will access be controlled ?

The IB will enter into a social contract  (the ‘bargain’) with schools

Educator and Student access to the IBVC  will be controlled by schools:-

School 
contacts 
IBVC 
helpdesk 
requesting  

School appoints 
IBVC
representative

Students and 
teachers within 
school request 
accounts

IBVC 
Administrator 
approves or 
rejects account 
requestsrequesting  

access 
requests

IBVC Representative -Roles and Responsibilities

•Approve or reject account requests from students and 
educators

•Manage the school’s group space within the IBVC

•Help to moderate the content within the school group



IB Virtual Community – Development progress
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IB Virtual Community – Beta ramp up and launch

We are currently 
recruiting schools 
from different 
regions to join the 
IBVC, ready for our 
launch in August. 
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• The IBVC will complement the OCC  by offering an informal 
collaborative environment to support OCC based formal 
collaboration

– OCC = Official, formal, primary method of communication 
between IB and Schools, the only place to access IB 

The IBVC and its relationship with the Online Curri culum Centre

between IB and Schools, the only place to access IB 
publications, Faculty Member moderated forums

– IBVC = Informal, unofficial, resources not quality controlled, 
serves multiple roles, an educational tool, offers a collaborative 
area for special interest, IB topics.



IB Virtual Community – ‘Sample the Sea’ project
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•‘Sampling the Sea’ involves middle and high school 
students in 200 classrooms around the world. 

•Students will collect and share data, images, and 
stories about seafood choices in their communities and 
learn how these choices affect the health of the world’s 
oceans 
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– Bring your school into the IBVC 
– Help shape the design of the site
– Tell us what you like and dislike

– We are looking for schools in the IBAP region to join the IBVC from 
June this year. If you are interested in signing up, 

Ways you can help make this a reality…

June this year. If you are interested in signing up, 

– contact ibvc@ibo.org
– Or visit the IB Virtual Community stand in the exhibitors hall



The IB Virtual Community…..

•Helping the IB community to become better “digital citizens” 

•Strengthening the IB’s ability to connect its community members to 
each other

•Providing a platform by which the IB community can have authentic 
interactions each and every day that center on the IB’s goals and interactions each and every day that center on the IB’s goals and 
learning outcomes

•Allowing the IB to maintain a lifelong relationship with its 
community members

Unlocking a treasure chest of peer 
knowledge, exchange and interaction…..
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