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International Baccalaureate

Recognition Policy Summary  -  Massachusetts Universities
SL = standard level, HL = higher level

TOK = theory of knowledge
EE = extended essay

Awards Certificates
Total minimum 

IB diploma 
score needed 
for admission 

**

IB diploma 
accepted as 

credential for 
admission *

Early 
admission 

offered to IB 
diploma 
holders / 

candidates *

2nd year 
status upon 

admission for 
IB diploma 
holders *

TOK & EE 
additional 

points 
included in 
admissions 
decisions

Anticipated & 
predicted 

grades 
accepted or 

may be 
considered

Credit and/or 
placement 

awarded on 
course-by-

course basis

Minimum 
score for HL 
course-by-

course credit

Specific 
credit or 

placement 
given for TOK

Credit and/or 
placement 

awarded for 
one or more 
SL courses *

Student has 
the option to 
forego credit

Scholarship 
available 

specifically for 
IB students *

Early course 
registration 
offered to IB 

diploma 
holders *

Enhanced 
access to 
student 

housing for 
IB diploma 

holders

Dedicated 
advisors for 
IB diploma 

holders

Credit and/or 
placement 

awarded to IB 
certificate holders 

*

American International College Not 
considered 4

Amherst College No
minimum

Placement 
only n/a

Babson College No
minimum 5

Bentley University No
minimum 5

Boston College Not 
considered

Placement 
only n/a

Brandeis University No
minimum 5

Cape Cod Community College Not 
considered 4

College of the Holy Cross Not 
considered 6

Admission Diploma Credit and Placement Other Considerations

considered

Emmanuel College - Boston Not 
considered 4

Franklin W. Olin College of Engineering 30 n/a n/a n/a n/a

Harvard University - Harvard College No
minimum

Placement 
only n/a Placement only

Lasell College No
minimum 4

Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and 
Health Sciences

Not 
considered 5

Massachusetts Instiute of Technology No
minimum 6-7

Northeastern University No
minimum 5

Regis College No
minimum 4

Simmons College Not 
considered 5

Smith College No
minimum 5

Suffolk University No
minimum 4

NoWentworth Institute of Technology No
minimum 5

Worcester Polytechnic Institute No
minimum 6
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