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Recognition Policy Summary - California Universities
SL = standard level, HL = higher level

TOK = theory of knowledge
EE = extended essay

Awards Certificates
Total 

minimum IB 
diploma 

score needed 
for 

admission**

IB diploma 
accepted as a 
credential for  
admission*

Early 
admission 

offered to IB 
diploma 
holders / 

candidates*

2nd year 
status upon 
admission  

for IB  
diploma 
holders*

TOK & EE 
additional 

points 
included in 
admissions 
decisions

Anticipated 
and/or 

predicted 
grades 

accepted or 
may be 

considered

Credit 
awarded on 
course-by-

course basis

Minimum 
score for HL 
course-by-

course credit

Specific 
credit or 

placement 
awarded for 

TOK

Credit and/or 
placement 

may be 
awarded for 
one or more 
SL courses*

Student has 
the option to 
forego credit

Scholarship 
available 

specifically for 
IB students*

Early 
registration 
offered to IB 

diploma 
holders*

Enhanced 
access to 
student 

housing for 
IB diploma 

holders

Dedicated 
advisors for 
IB diploma 

holders

Credit and/or 
placement may 
be awarded to 
IB certificate 

holders*

Biola University Not 
considered 5

California College 
of the Arts 

Not 
considered 5

California Polytechnic University
– San Luis Obispo No minimum 5

Admission Diploma Credit and Placement Other Considerations

California State University 
– Chico

Not 
considered 4

California State University 
– Fresno

Not 
considered 4

California State University 
– Long Beach

Not 
considered 5

California State University 
– Los Angeles

Not 
considered 4

California State University   
– Northridge

Not 
considered 4

California State University 
– San Marcos

Not 
considered 4

California State University  
– Stanislaus No minimum 4

Claremont McKenna College No minimum 6

Concordia University
 – Irvine 27 4

Harvey Mudd College Not 
considered n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

Marymount College Not 
considered 4
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Admission Diploma Credit and Placement Other Considerations

Master’s College, The Not 
considered 5

Mills College No minimum 5

New York Film Academy 
- Los Angeles

Not 
considered n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

Notre Dame de 
Namur University

Not 
considered 5

Pepperdine University No minimum 5

Pomona College Not 
considered 6

San Francisco 
State University

Not 
considered 4

Scripps College Not 
considered 5

Stanford University No minimum 5

University of California 
– Berkeley

Not 
considered 5

University of California 
– Davis

Not 
considered 5

University of California 
– Los Angeles

Not 
considered 5

University of California 
– Merced

Not 
considered 5

University of California 
– San Diego

Not 
considered 5
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University of California 
– Santa Barbara No minimum 5

University of California 
– Santa Cruz 

Not 
considered 5

University of San Francisco Not 
considered 4

University of 
Southern California No minimum 5

Westmont College Not 
considered 5
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