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Agreeing on a common definition of International Mindedness. 

Developing a curriculum for teaching International Mindedness. 

Promoting the term International Mindedness over other concepts 
and terms like global awareness, internationalism, global literacy, 
international capabilities, or intercultural sensitivity. 

Presenting research on the effectiveness of teaching International 
Mindedness in schools.  

Exploring intimate ties between cultures. 

 



There is a plethora of related and overlapping terms on 
the subject. 

What Global Culturalism is. 

How BELS defines, implements and measures  
International Mindedness. 

What you can do in your schools. 
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“An internationally minded person  
is open-minded  

about the common humanity of all people and 
accepts and respects  
other cultures, beliefs  

and the natural environment.  
. 

The internationally minded person  
takes action  

through discussion and collaboration  
to help build a better and peaceful world.” 
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SIGNPOSTS  
TOWARDS GLOBAL CULTURALISM 

CORE STRENGTHS 

 ROUTES: Evidence that illustrates progression on the path towards global culturalism. 
 

Step One: Identify – Brainstorm what is present or thought to be present in the school’s perceptions, processes and programs (Triple Ps). 
Step Two: Elaborate – Collect what evidence currently exists and fill in the gaps of missing practices and definitions to document and assimilate them.  
Step Three: Structure – Construct new frameworks to delineate and support the school’s perceptions, processes and programs (Triple Ps). 

BELS definition of “Internationally Minded”. 

“An internationally minded person is open-minded about the common humanity of all people and accepts and respects other cultures and beliefs. The internationally minded 

person takes action through discussion and collaboration to help build a better and peaceful world.” 

 

BEDROCK 

How the school believes, practices, validates and reviews its international-mindedness and multi-culturalism. 

 ROUTES:  
1.  commitment to define global culturalism and identify its ideals 
2.  engagement in the building of global citizenship through the development of one’s own cultural identity 
3.  alignment of school-wide resources with fundamental values and beliefs 
4.  evidence of respectful and sensitive attitudes toward persons different from oneself  
5.  academic diversity of the faculty and staff 
6.  values and benefits of the vision are understood and accepted by all constituents 
7.  informed decision-making and planning to confront racial, ethnic and religious discrimination 



SIGNPOSTS  
TOWARDS GLOBAL CULTURALISM 

CORE STRENGTHS 

 ROUTES: Evidence that illustrates progression on the path towards global culturalism. 

BELS definition of “Internationally Minded”. 
“An internationally minded person is open-minded about the common humanity of all people and accepts and respects other cultures and beliefs. The internationally minded person takes action through 
discussion and collaboration to help build a better and peaceful world.” 

 
 
DIRECTIONS: Choose at least 3 of these ‘routes’ and answer the questions or give examples. If you have time, you may do more than three. When you answer these 
questions, also mention the subject in which you give an example (e.g. IB Biology, IGCSE English literature, etc.). 
 

1. In what courses are local and multi-cultural elements included? 

2. In what ‘extra’ programs is there evidence of local and multi-cultural elements? 

3. How are courses evaluated and adjusted to reflect teaching global culturalism? 

4. In what courses do BELS students study other cultures and other histories? 

5. In what courses are there social and cultural opportunities about others? 

6. How are global issues discussed and problem-solved for a better world? 

7. Give examples of cross-cultural links across different subjects. 

8. Give examples of multi-cultural programs either across grade levels or across subjects within one grade level. 

9. What co-curricular activities are available to students that support international programs. 

SCHEMA 

The extent to which the curriculum and ethos reflect the school’s directional beliefs as demonstrated throughout the organization. 

 ROUTES:  
1. involvement of local and multi-cultural elements 
2. development and delivery of complementary programs 
3. evaluation of programs for change and/or adjustment 
4. acknowledgement of other histories and cultures 
5. incorporation of cultural and social opportunities 
6. discussions about global issues, critical and creative problem solving for the creation of a more peaceful and better world 
7. cross-cultural links to other subjects 
8. multi-cultural literacy programs articulated vertically and horizontally 
9. co-curricular activities that support international programs                                                                                                                                                                                                                         



SIGNPOSTS  
TOWARDS GLOBAL CULTURALISM 

CORE STRENGTHS 

SOCIAL COGNIZANCE 

How the school actively demonstrates its commitment to promoting a world view from the perspectives of others. 

 ROUTES:  
1. integration of international and inter-cultural understanding of global awareness and multi-culturalism 
2. opportunities for first-hand cultural experiences 
3. celebration of host and international heritage in meaningful and sensitive ways 
4. engagement of students and parents  
5. opportunities for international diplomacy and/or interaction 
6. sensitivity to divergent needs and beliefs 
7. global environmental awareness and responsibility modeled across the community 
8. collaboration with people of other religions, cultures and life styles 

 ROUTES: Evidence that illustrates progression on the path towards global culturalism. 
 

Step One: Identify – Brainstorm what is present or thought to be present in the school’s perceptions, processes and programs . 
Step Two: Elaborate – Collect what evidence currently exists and fill in the gaps of missing practices and definitions to document and assimilate them.  
Step Three: Structure – Construct new frameworks to delineate and support the school’s perceptions, processes and programs . 

 

BELS definition of “Internationally Minded”. 

“An internationally minded person is open-minded about the common humanity of all people and accepts and respects other cultures and beliefs. The internationally minded 

person takes action through discussion and collaboration to help build a better and peaceful world.” 

 

 



SIGNPOSTS  
TOWARDS GLOBAL CULTURALISM 

CORE STRENGTHS 

FELLOWSHIPS 

How the school supports an understanding of a shared humanity within and beyond the community that reflects peace, social justice and 
equity. 

 ROUTES:  
1.  cultural flexibility; student and teacher exchange; professional development; travel 
2.  orientation to international opportunities (universities, schools, organizations) 
3.  appreciation and understanding of diversity to promote a climate of mutual respect with institutions, organizations and associations 
4.  creation of a collaborative culture of interdependence 
5. involvement in multi-cultural and social opportunities available within the host country                                                                                                                     

 ROUTES: Evidence that illustrates progression on the path towards global culturalism. 
 

Step One: Identify – Brainstorm what is present or thought to be present in the school’s perceptions, processes and programs (Triple Ps). 
Step Two: Elaborate – Collect what evidence currently exists and fill in the gaps of missing practices and definitions to document and assimilate them.  
Step Three: Structure – Construct new frameworks to delineate and support the school’s perceptions, processes and programs (Triple Ps). 

BELS definition of “Internationally Minded”. 

“An internationally minded person is open-minded about the common humanity of all people and accepts and respects other cultures and beliefs. The internationally minded 

person takes action through discussion and collaboration to help build a better and peaceful world.” 
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 Rather than question how internationally minded students are, ask what internationally 
minded students are capable of doing. 
 

 An open-ended, multi-directional process of on-going reflection provides for clear-cut 
evidence of International Mindedness. 
 

 International Mindedness needs to become embedded in the culture of the school. 
 

 Global culturalism must be developed within both the daily curricular framework of the 
school and its ethos, and be demonstrable. 
 

 A national school needs to develop strategies to actively address the concept of  
multi-culturalism. 
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